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FROM THE PASTOR...

Have You Met
My Father?

I would like to introduce you to the Father—to
the true God whom so many seem to have
neglected, to the one who is the center of our
worship—the Father of us all. That may sound
unusual to you, but it istrue that in many churches
today, Jesus Christ is the center of worship, and
the Father isrelegated to avague position in the
Godhead. It is quite proper to worship Jesus
Christ as our God and our Brother; however, one
of the reasons the Father sent Jesus Christ to this
earth was to reveal the Father to His children. “All
things have been delivered to Me by My Father,
and no one knows who the Son is except the
Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and
the one to whom the Son willsto reveal Him.”
(Luke 10:22) The Father isthe center of our lives.
The Father is the supreme authority of the
Universe and under Him is His son, the head of
the Church of God. Jesus recognized and taught
that the Father was greater than He in authority.
“If you loved Me, you would rejoice because |
said, ‘| am going to the Father,” for My Father is
greater than 1.” (John 14:28) They are co-equal in
power and might, but the One who became Jesus
Christ in order to die for us submitted Himself to
the One who became the Father. Thisisto fulfill
the plan of God in setting up His Kingdom under
the government of God. This Government will be
under the Father. “Then comes the end, when He
(Jesus) delivers the kingdom to God the Father,
when He (Jesus) puts an end to all rule and all

authority and power. For He (Jesus) must reign till
He (Jesus) has put all enemies under His (Jesus)
feet. The last enemy that will be destroyed is
death. For “He (The Father) has put all things
under His (Jesus) feet.” But when He (the Father)
says “all things are put under Him,” it is evident
that He (the Father) who put all things under Him
(Jesus) is excepted. Now when all things are made
subject to Him (the Father), then the Son Himself
will also be subject to Him (the Father) who put
all things under Him that God may be all in al.”
(1 Corinthians 15:24-28)

God's Church is kept in His name. “Paul, an
apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, and
Timothy our brother, To the church of God which
isat Corinth, with all the saintswho arein all
Achaia” (2 Corinthians 1:1) The Father isthe
Supreme Authority sitting on Histhronein
Heaven. Jesusis at Hisright hand. We are His
sons and daughters and the brothers and sisters of
Jesus Christ His son. That is why when we pray,
we start our prayerswith “Our Father”. Never
forget the Father in our prayersas Heis our God
just as Jesusis our Savior.

Ronald W. Laughland
Pastor
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CHRISTMAS:

Before
Christ!

By Clayton D. Steep

If Christ were on earth today, would He be joining in with the
Christmas festivities? Where did these traditions come from?
It might surprise you to find out that these customs were already
being celebrated...thousands of years before Christ was born!

The little children were filled
with anticipation and excite-
ment.

The whole family was busy put-
ting up decorations. Boughs of
holly and evergreen were as-
sembled and placed about the
house. The mistletoe was hung. A
tree was chosen and decorated with
gparkling trinkets and ornaments.

It was aseason of giving and re-

I t wasthat festive season again.
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ceiving presents, a time to sing
songs, admire all the pretty lights
and burn the Yulelog. There were
to be parades with special floats,
sumptuous meals and merrymak-
ing.

A modern Christmas celebra-
tion? Not at al!

At the end of December and the
beginning of January all thesefes-
tive celebrationsweretaking place
in various nations of Europe cen-

turies before Jesus Christ was
born!

An “old fashioned” Christmas

Where Christmas customs came
from is realy no secret. You can
read the origins of Christmas cus-
toms in encyclopedias and other
reference works.

The EncyclopediaBritannica, for
example, draws attention to these
facts: “Christmas customs are an



evolution from timesthat long an-
tedate the Christian period—ade-
scent from seasonal, pagan, reli-
gious and national practices,
hedged about with legend and tra-
dition.” (15th edition, article
“Christmas”)

In ancient times, many people,
realizing their dependence upon
thesunfor light, heat and the grow-
ing of crops, watched the sun’s
yearly course through the heavens
with deepinterest. At different sea-
sons, feasts and celebrations were
observed to help, it was thought,
the solar orb on its way.

Theend of December wasan es-
pecially significant time in the
Northern Hemisphere. The days
were short. Thesunwasat itslow-
est point. Special festivals of
thanksgiving and encouragement
to the sun were celebrated.

When, at the winter solstice, the
days began to lengthen, there was
great celebration lasting into the
first part of January. The sun—the
light of the world—had been
(re)born!

Such festivities, once meant to
honor the sun and its god, were
freely adopted by the spreading and
increasingly popular “Christian”
religion. Why not, in the sameway,
honor Jesus—the real light of the
world? Never mind thefact that He
was not actually born in Decem-
ber.

Through the centuriesdifferent
combinations of customs devel-
oped in different nations. But the
fundamental origin of the cel-
ebrations goes back at least 4,000
years.

Trees and candles

The modern Christmas tree is
supposed to have originated in

German landsinthe Middle Ages.
But long before that, the ancestors
of the Germans customarily deco-
rated their homes with lights and
greenery at the winter festival.

Since evergreens were green
throughout the dead of winter, the
ancient Germans looked upon
them as especially imbued with
life. It wasin honor of thetree spirit
or the spirit of growth and fertility
that greenery was aprominent part
of ancient pagan winter celebra-
tions.

The Romans trimmed trees with
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trinkets and toys at that time of the
year. The Druidstied gilded apples
to tree branches. It is difficult to
trace back exactly where the leg-
end first gained popularity, but to
certain peoplesan evergreen deco-
rated with orbs and other fruit like
objects symbolized the tree of life
in the Garden of Eden.

Branches of holly and mistletoe
were likewise revered. Not only
did these plants remain green
through the winter months, but
they actually borefruit at that time,
once again honoring the spirits of
fertility. Still today, catching some-
one under abranch of mistletoe can

serve as a convenient springboard
for romantic activity. Few people
stop to wonder what in the world
such strange customs have to do
with the birth of Jesus.

The ancients lit festive fires in
late December to encourage the
sun, just as Christmas bonfires,
candles and other lights burn to-
day at the same time of the year.
Use of the “Yule log,” part of the
“Yuletide” season, hearkens back
to theritual burning of a carefully
chosenlog by the Druids. Theword
yule comes from the old Anglo-
Saxon word hweol, meaning
“wheel,” awheel being an appro-
priate symbol for the sun.

Holiday cheer?

You thought the Christmas shop-
ping spree was a 20th-century phe-
nomenon?

Listen to how fourth century
writer Libanius described end-of -
the-year gift-giving and partyingin
the ancient non-Christian Roman
Empire: “Everywhere may be
seen...well-laden tables...The im-
pulseto spend seizeseveryone. He
who through the whole year has
taken pleasurein saving...becomes
suddenly extravagant. A stream of
presents pours itself out on all
sides.” (quoted in Christmas in
Ritual and Tradition)

Of al times in the year, it was
indeed the season to be jolly.
Then, as now, in a constant round
of partying, it was common—
yes, expected—to seek the
“gpirit” of the season in whatever
intoxicating drink was at hand.
Drunkennesswaswidespread. For-
tunately, however, the modes of
transportation in those daysdid not
lend themselvesto the high rate of
drunken-driver-induced traffic fa-
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talities that are part of the Christ-
mas season in many nationstoday.

And Santa Claus?

An important part of the pagan
harvest festivities—beginning in
October-November with what has
become Halloween—involved
good and bad spirits. In many
lands, mythical visitors—usualy
bringers of good or evil—became
the center of attention in the win-
ter season. Through blending pa-
gan legends with traditions about
saints, certain similar figures
emerged.

We recognizethem today indif-
ferent nations as Santa Claus, Fa-
ther Christmas, St. Nicholas, St.
Martin, the Weihnachtsmann, Pere
Noel. Whatever name is used, all
these winter visitors fulfill asimi-
lar role.

These fictional persons—
“Christianizations’ of the pagan
Germanic deities—perpetuate cer-
tain folk rituals wherein varying
degrees of rewards and punish-
mentswere dealt out to celebrants.

Through the centuries these cus-
toms came to be centered around
children.

It isnot hard to see aconnection
between Santa using the chimney,

the shoes and stockings hung by
thefireplace and the ancient super-
stitions about hearth spirits. The
fireplace served as the natural en-
trance and exit of the gods of fire
and solar gods when they visited
homes. For thousands of years, es-
pecially among the Chinese, it was
customary to sweep and scour the
house in preparation for the visit
of the hearth spirit.

Each year, dressed in a pointed
fiery red cap and red jacket, this

fire-god traveled from the distant
heavensto visit homesand distrib-
ute favors or punishments. Today
he is welcomed in the Western
world each Christmas season.

Popular Christmas customs, as
we can see, plainly reflect non-
Christian legends and practices.
Since Jesus was not even born in
December to begin with, thelogi-
cal question to ask is. What is
there that is Christian about
Christmas?

Didyou know, for example, that
some of the very Christmas cus-
toms observed today were once
banned by the Catholic Council
of Rome, the English Parliament
and the Puritans of New En-
gland?

More important, what does the
Bible say about Christmas? Should
a Christian have anything to do
with such holidays? For the an-
swers write for your free copy of
our booklet The Plain Truth About
Christmas. See the request form
(below) for moredetailsonthisand
other free booklets. 0O

the address below:

The booklets listed below contain more information on related subjects
that have been covered in this issue, and are offered FREE by the Sabbath-
keeping churches of God. Please check the ones you desire and mail to

|:| “The Plain Truth About Christmas” - Where did we get Christmas?...from the
Bible, or paganism? Here are astonishing FACTS which may shock you! Do you
know the origin of the Christmas tree—of “Santa Claus”?

|:| “What do you Mean...SALVATION?” - Do you realize not one in a hundred knows
what it is—how to get it—when you receive it? Don’t be too sure you do!

|:| “Why Were You BORN?” - Do you really know why you were born? Do you realize
God has a purpose being worked out?

Wholeworld Church of God

P.O. Box 594

Goodlettsville, TN 37070-0594
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Rejoice...In Thy Youth!

By Tony L. Styer

Does God expect teens, filled with youthful energy, to allow life to pass
them by while adhering to His law? The answer might surprise you!

S a young man or young
Awoman who knows the

truth of God, you basically
have two choices.

You can either do what isright
and live a boring life of obeying
God'slaws. Or you can throw the
truth of God out the window, and
have fun! Right?

Wrong!

For some reason, living God's
way is sometimes perceived to be
uninteresting and boring...as if
God's laws are designed to prevent
us from having any fun. Yet, noth-
ing could be further from the truth!

God created for us an entire
world to enjoy. He filled it with
things for us to do: exploring,
hunting, hiking, climbing and so

much more. He also created us
with minds that are capable of in-
venting even more things to do:
sporting games to play, vehicles
todrive, airplanestofly...the pos-
sibilities are endless!

God says, “All of this is yours;
use it, and enjoy it.” Genesis 1:26
tells us that God gave man
dominion...that means “power” or
“authority”...over al animals, fish,
birds...and over the entire earth.

Then God told us, “I only have
ten rulesfor youtofollow”. Hegave
us the Ten Commandments (EX.
20:1-17). But as long as we stay
withinthosetenrules, wearefreeto
use and enjoy anything and every-
thing God put on this earth for us!

Stop and ask yourself for amo-

ment, why did God create rules
anyway? Are they there just to
keep us from enjoying life? Did
God placeall of the*fun stuff” off
limits, so He could watch usyearn
for thingswearen’t alowed to do?
IsHejust trying to test us, to see
whether or not we'll obey Him?

Actualy, God had avery good
reason for each and every one of
these Ten Commandments.

The first four are there so that
we will show proper love and
honor to Him, our Creator. One
day we will be a part of the God
family...but in order to take on
God's name, we must love and
honor our Father.

The next six commandments
were given so that we don’'t hurt
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ourselves...and to prevent our
hurting other people around us.

In fact, when Jesus Christ came
to this earth, He summed up all
Ten Commandments in just that
way: “You shall lovetheLord your
God with all your heart, soul, mind
and strength; and you shall love
your neighbor asyourself” (Mark
12:30-31, paraphrased).

God gave ustheserulesto make
our liveseven moreenjoyable! He
didn’t want usto suffer the penal-
tiesthat come when wedon’t show
love—meaning outgoing con-
cern—for others.

God talked directly to teenag-
ers in the book of Ecclesiastes.
Let’'s read what Solomon said in
Ecclesiastes 11:9: “Rejoice, O
young man, inyour youth...” (this
applies to young women as well)
“and let your heart cheer you...walk
intheways of your heart, and in the
sight of your eyes.”

In other words, have fun! En-
Joy your youth! Branch out...try
new things! Party alittle bit!

But Solomon continues with a
warning...“but know that, for al
these, God will bring you into
judgment.”

In other words, have fun...but
beawarethat when God'slawsare
broken, there will be conse-
quences!

Thereisan old saying that goes
“Funisonly funif it'sstill funthe
next day.” But if sin isinvolved,
the fun disappears!

Getting into acar full of friends
who are drinking might seem like
fun at the time. But a car accident
could get all of you killed, or
crippled.

Having sex before marriage
may seem enjoyable at the time.
But an unwanted pregnancy could

ater your entire life. In fact, the
very act of having sex before mar-
riage will harm and cheapen your
future marriage. Not to mention
that you could end up with asexu-
ally transmittable disease that
would eventually kill you.
Taking drugs might seem rel ax-
ing and entertaining...but drugs
harm your mind and remove your
sense of purpose in life. And
again...drugs can kill you.

Youth is temporary

Solomon adds one more warn-
ing as well: “Therefore remove

sorrow from your heart, and put
away evil from your flesh: for
childhood and youth are vanity.”

Vanity, in this case means “tem-
porary”. Your youth will one day
end; you will grow older, and the
feeling of invulnerability will van-
ish. And when you’ ve grown ol der,
the seeds you are sowing right now
will have grown. You will have to
live with the consequences.

God istelling us, “Have funin
the right ways, within My laws.”

But doesthismean you arerisk-
ing “missing out” onthebest parts
of human life?

Not at all. Christ gave usaprom-
ise: “1 have comethat they may have
life, and that they may haveit more

abundantly” (John 10:10). God's
way of life brings more happiness
and fulfillment...not less.

You don’t need drugs or alco-
hol to “get high”. There are natu-
ral highs...the kind that God cre-
ated. Spend a night camping with
friends under a star-filled sky.
Challenge yourself by learning
rock-climbing or spelunking. Try
backpacking into the wilderness,
to witnessthe beauty God hascre-
ated. Seek out sporting activities
that won't interfere with the Sab-
bath. You might be surprised with
the opportunities you'll find.

Build Godly friendships—
friendships that are based on true
concern for one another. These
will lead to happiness throughout
your entirelife...inyour marriage,
inyour job, and in your futurere-
lationships.

Andintheend, thereisaneven
greater payoff!

One day, if we yield our lives
to God, wewill bein God'sKing-
dom. And that’s when the fun re-
ally starts!

Do you think God is bored? That
He has created pleasures for us that
are better than what He has?

God tells us in Isaiah 65:17,
“For behold, | create new heav-
ens and a new earth; And the
former shall not be remembered
or cometo mind.” The future that
God has prepared for us will be
so wonderful, so filled with plea-
sures, that even the best things
about this current life will be to-
tally forgotten!

So enjoy your teenageyears. But
enjoy themintheright way...sothat
you can have true happiness now,
in this life...out even more impor-
tant, so you can one day know the
type of joy that God knows! [
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ecently watching atelevision
presentation of stories from
the Bible that described it as a se-
riesof made up taleswasmorethan
a little disturbing. It questioned
whether the Hebrews had con-
cocted these storiesmerely asspiri-
tual lessons or had plagiarized
them from other cultures. It would
have been laughabl e except that the
program presented its producers
beliefs as fact when no real facts
were presented to provetheir case.
The Bible was represented as just
a collection of fairy tales—espe-
cialy the story of the Garden of
Eden. They said therewasno other
explanation of the storiesin Gen-
esis chapters one through four.
It is apparent that they just do
not know. It has not been revealed

By Ronald W. Laughland

to them. What makes their lies so
heinous is that many will believe
the suppositionsasthetruth, which
will drive them even further from
knowing God. Let ustalk about the
truth and what the Bibleredly says.

Let uslook at what the story of
Genesis presents as the beginning
of mankind'slife on earth. We will
assume that the Bible is just what
it purportsto be—the story of cre-
ation—and see if it makes any
sense today.

The story of what happened to
mankind starts in Genesis 1:26.
God said, “Let Us make man in
Our image, according to Our like-
ness.” He then gave them power
over the whole earth. “Let them
have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and

over the cattle, over al the earth
and over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth.”

Chapter one of Genesisisan over-
view of the creation week. In Gen-
esis 2 we see an expanded version
of what happen at the creation of man
and woman. God placed Adam and
Eve in a Garden located in what is
now know as the Middle East. He
provided plenty of food for survival.
He commanded them to cultivate and
take care of the beautiful garden. He
gave them every good thing for ease
of living and happiness in a beauti-
ful garden—a paradise!

God then devised a simple and
easy test for Adam and Eve to see
if they would obey Him. They
could pass this test by making the
right decision. “Then the LORD

January 2008 7



God took the man and put him in
the Garden of Eden to tend and
keep it. And the LORD God com-
manded the man, saying, “Of ev-
ery tree of the garden you may
freely eat; but of the tree of the

she took of its fruit and ate. She
also gaveto her husband with her,
and he ate.” (Genesis 3:6)

Eve was deceived by the Ser-
pent—Satan the Devil. But Adam
was not deceived. God had given

others became a part of the foun-
dation of thisworld. The acquired
human nature leaves the descen-
dants of those who made that fate-
ful choicewithindividual attitudes
that aggrandize self. “I am good.

knowledge of good and evil
you shall not eat, for in the day
that you eat of it you shall
surely die.” (Genesis2:15-17)

Why would He devise atest
likethis?What purposewould
it serve?

Mankind took to itsalf

the determination of what
isgood and what is evil.

These others are all wrong. |
made my choice, but | don't
want to pay for my sins. | don’t
care about others. | just want
todowhat | want to do. | have
to look out for myself. | am
number one, and | will hurt

God is Eternal; He has aways
existed. He knows how to live and
what produces happiness and the
right way of life—like a physical
father telling his son or daughter “if
you obey me and do as| say, | can
teach you how to have ahappy life.”
The tree of life, symbolically, was
the tree that, if chosen, would pro-
duce a life of the same happiness,
joy and character that God possesses.
The right decision would be to fol-
low the revelation of the right way
of life rather than taking what
seemed good to man.

Instead, man madethe decisionto
follow another option given by “the
dragon, that serpent of old, who is
the Devil and Satan” (Revelation
20:2). By taking of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, man-
kind took to itself—from that point
on—the determination of what is
good and what is evil. Human be-
ingsdecided to live by experimen-
tation rather than revelation from
the Father. Life is a series of
choices. One may choose to make
one' sdecisionsby what feelsgood
totheindividual, what looks good,
or what onethinksistheright way
to live. “ So when the woman saw
that thetreewasgood for food, that
it was pleasant to the eyes, and a
tree desirable to make one wise,

8 UNSHAKEABLE KINGDOM

him personal instruction asto what
he should do and what he should
not do. He explained the conse-
guences. But Adam decided for
himself, under pressure from his
wife, to follow a freely chosen
course of action. Then he tried to
blame her and God for his sin.
Human nature, rather the nature of
God, took hold in this world.
“Then the man said, ‘ The woman

whom You gaveto bewith me, she
gavemeof thetree, and | ate.” And
the LORD God said to thewoman,
‘What isthisyou have done? The
woman said, ‘ The serpent decelved
me, and | ate.’” (Genesis 3:12-13)

Blame-placing and accusing

anyone just to get my way and be
happy as | seeit.” This nature, in
reality, isthe nature of Satan.

How doesthisdecision by Adam
affect ustoday? The older genera-
tion teaches the younger genera-
tion; therefore, the good and evil
that the elders choose they teach
to the next generation. They teach
not only by designed instruction
but also by example. The example
Adam and Eve set is the leading
factor in the self-involved way
children aretoday as aretheir par-
ents who grew up in thisworld’'s
system of child-rearing.

The lessons from the Garden of
Eden are many. Evolution teaches
that manismerely ahighly evolved
animal who respondsto stimuli in
a way controlled by our animal
nature. Mankind lives the way of
life that feels good to them and
what appears to be good for their
own well-being. Therefore, if we
are just a highly evolved animal,
thereisno life after thislife. Man-
kind must have every good thing
now. As the Bible teaches, “If the
dead do not rise, ‘Let us eat and
drink, for tomorrow we die!’” (1
Corinthians 15:32)

Do you want to follow Satan’s
nature and die or follow God's na-
tureandlive? O



The United States &
Britain in Prophecy

Chapter 1—Could Prophecy Ignore Us?

By Herbert W. Armstrong

Beginning with thisissue, we will be reprinting this eye-opening
and important booklet asit was first published in 1945.

here is the United States

mentioned in Bible prophe-
ciesor arewementioned at all ?We
are the wealthiest of nations and
the most powerful. Could proph-
€ecy ignore us?

Consider, too, our people today
constitute the HOME—the last de-
fense, of Christianity. It is our
people who have printed and dis-
tributed the Bible by unbelievable
millions of copiesin thelanguages
of all peoples.

We know Bible prophecies defi-
nitely refer to Russia, Germany,
Italy, Turkey, Ethiopia, Libya, and
Egypt, of today. Could they then,
ignore modern nationslike Britain
and America? Isit reasonable?
Assuredly, itisnot. Nor areweig-
nored. The fact is, we are men-

tioned more often than any other
race. Yet our prophetic identity has
remained hidden to the many.

Modern nations are not spoken
of in their modern names, except
in few cases. Usually they are re-
ferred to by the names of the an-
cient ancestor from which they
Sprang.

Thus, Turkey is referred to in
prophecy as Esau or Edam because
the Turks are the descendants of
Esau. Inlike manner, theArabsare
spoken of asIshmael; the Russians
are Magog.

The Bible story of our ancestry
and our modern prophetic identity
is the most amazing—yes, as-
tounding—the most fascinating
and interesting story ever told. It
is really the story thread of the

Bibleitself, from Genesis to Rev-
elation.

Promised to Abraham

Centuries ago, thissame wealth
and power and national greatness
was promised by the Almighty God
to Abraham. Yet few have ever
noticed this astonishing fact of
scripture.

The promise of the Messiah and
of salvation through Him is well
known by the most superficial
Bible student. They know that God
gave the spiritual promise to
Abraham of Christ to be born as
Abraham’s descendant—and that
salvation comes to us through
Christ. But God made a so another,
entirely different, most amazing
promise to Abraham. Notice how
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God called Abraham and the two-
fold nature of His promise: “Now
the Lord had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from
thy kindred, and from thy father’s
house, unto aland that | will show
thee: and | will make of thee a
GREAT NATION...and in thee shall
all the families of the earth be
blessed” (Gen.12:1-3).

Noticethe TwWOFOLD promise: “I
will make of thee A GREAT NA-
TION”—the national, material
promise that his flesh-born chil-
dren should become a great na-
tion—a promise of RACE; 2)
“...andintheeshall all familiesof
the earth be blessed” —the spiritual
promise of GRACE.

The same promiseis repeated in
Genesis22:18: “Andinthy seed shall
all the nations of the earth be
blessed.” This particular “one seed”
refersto Christ, as plainly affirmed
in Galatians 3:8, 16.

Race, as well as grace

But that the “ great nation” prom-
ised refers alone to race—not to the
one seed, Christ, but to the plural,
multiple seed of natural flesnly birth,
is made certain by God's repetition
of Hispromiseingreater detail | ater.

“And when Abram was ninety
years old and nine, the Lord ap-
peared to Abram, and said unto
him, | am the AlImighty God; walk
before me, and be thou perfect.
And I will make my covenant be-
tween me and thee, and will multi-
ply thee exceedingly...and thou
shalt be a father of MANY NA-
TIONS. Neither shall thy name any
more be called Abram, but thy
name shall be Abraham; for afa
ther of MANY NATIONS havel made
thee” (Gen. 17:1-5).

Notice, the promiseisnow CON-
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DITIONAL upon Abraham’s obedi-
enceand perfect living. Notice, the
“great nation” now becomesMANY
NATIONS—more than one nation.
Thiscannot refer to the“one seed,”
Christ. Thefollowing versesprove

that. “And | will make thee exceed-
ingly fruitful, and | will make NA-
TIONS of thee, and KINGS (more
than one) shall come out of thee”
(v. 6). Notice, these nations and
kingsshall come out of Abraham—
physical generations—multiple
seed, not just one descendent
through whom scattered individu-
as may become Abraham’s chil-
dren by spiritual begettal through
Christ (Gal. 3:29). The scattered,
individual Christians do not form
NATIONS. The Church, itistrue, is
spoken of as “aroyal priesthood,
an holy nation” (I Peter 2:9), but
Christ’sChurchisnot divided into
“many nations.” This is speaking
of RACE, not grace.

“And | will establish my cov-
enant between me and thee and thy
seed after thee in THEIR genera-
tions...” (Gen. 17:7). The “seed”
ISPLURAL—"intheir generations.”

“And | will give unto thee, and
to thy seed after thee, the land
wherein thou art astranger, all the
land of Canaan (Palestine), for an
everlasting possession; and | will
be THEIR God” (v. 8).

Notice, the LAND—material
possession—is promised to the
PLURAL seed, of whom He is

“their,” not “his,” God. The plural
pronoun “their” is used again in
verse 9: “And thy seed after thee
in their generations.”

Not fulfilled in Judah

Again, notice carefully—Judah
has never been more than one na-
tion. They are not, and never have
been, MANY nations.

So hereisan amazing prophecy,
a solemn promise from Almighty
God, that could not be fulfilled in
Christ, in Christians, nor in the
Jewish people. We must look for a
number of NATIONS apart from ei-
ther the Church or the Jewish
people. Amazing asit is, we must
doit or deny God’s promise!

God put Abraham to the test, and
Abraham, through faith, OBEYED—
even to being willing to sacrifice his
only son, if need be. And after that the
covenant no longer was conditional.
Now it became UNCONDITIONAL.

“By myself have | sworn, saith
the Lord, for BECAUSE thou hast
done thisthing, and hast not with-
held thy son, thine only son: that
inblessing | will blessthee, andin
multiplying | will multiply thy seed
as the stars of the heaven, and as
the sand which is upon the sea
shore; and thy seed shall possess
the gate of his enemies (so far the
material, national promises of
RACE); and in thy seed (Christ)
shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed (this promise spiritual, of
GRACE); BECAUSE thou hast
obeyed my voice” (Gen. 22:16-18).
The promise now isunconditional.

God has SwoRrN to makeit good.
God does not promise these things
if Abraham or his children do cer-
tain things. He promises them to
Abraham because he already has
performed his part of the agree-



ment. If these promises could be
broken or annulled, then no prom-
ise in the Bible is sure! Abraham
aready has performed his part of
the agreement. Now God MuUsT
perform His part, without fail.

Noticean additional detail of the
promise—the nations who are
Abraham’s racia descendants are
to possess the gates of their en-
emies. A gate is anarrow passage
of entrance or exit. When speak-
ing nationally, a “gate” would be
such a pass as the Panama Canal,
the Suez Canal, and the Straits of
Gibraltar. Thispromiseisrepeated
in Genesis 24:60.

A company of nations

Thesetremendous promiseswere
repromised to Isaac and to Jacob.
Ishmael and Abraham'’s other sons
were rejected from this birthright.
Esau, Isaac’s son and Jacob's twin
brother, sold it and wasrejected. The
promise, asconfirmed to | saac, isre-
corded in Genesis 26:1-5. To Jacob
in Genesis 27:26-29, where MATE-
RIAL blessing of wealth in thethings
of the ground is added, with the
prophecy that heathen nations shall
be ruled by the birthright nations of
Israel and again in Genesis 28:13-
14, where the till added detail that
these nations of Israel shall eventu-
ally spread around the world is re-
corded.

Still later, God appeared unto
Jacob, whose name was changed
toISRAEL, evenfurther defining the
makeup of these “many nations’
thus: “And God said unto him, |
am God Almighty: be fruitful and
multiply; A NATION and aCOMPANY
OF NATIONS shall be of thee, and
kings shall come out of thy loins’
(Gen. 35:11).

Sothe“many nations’ are even-

tually to take shape as a nation—
One great, wealthy, powerful na-
tion; and another COMPANY OF NA-
TIONS—a group, or common-
wealth of nations alied.

This promise never has been ful-
filled in the Jewish people. It could
not pertain to the Church, for there
is but oNE true Church acknowl-
edged in the Bible, and it is not a
nation or a group of nations, but a
collection of called-out individuals
scattered through ALL nations. Yet
this amazing promise MUST stand
fulfilled, unless we are to deny the
Bible and God's sacred Word!

The birthright and scepter

Now we cometoamost vital dis-
tinction, and a bit of Bible truth,
known to but very few. Note it
carefully.

The spiritual promises—the
promise of the “one seed,” Christ,
and of salvation through Him—the
Bible calls “the scepTER.” This
promise as nearly everybody
knows, was handed down through
the Jewish people. Jesus Christ was
of thetribe of Judah and the house
of David. “Salvation,” Jesus said,
“is of the Jews’ (John 4:22). “To
the Jew first,” explained Paul, “and
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also to the Greek” (Rom.1:16).
Thisfactisconfirmed in Genesis
49:10: “The sCEPTER shall not de-
part from Judah.”
BUT—and here is the astonish-
ing vital fact so few ever seem to

have noticed—"but the BIRTH-
RIGHT was Joseph’s.” Yes, Joseph,
who was sold by hisbrothersdown
into Egypt, where he became food
administrator and prime minis-
ter—Joseph who was called “a
prosperous man,” even as his de-
scendants were destined to be-
come. “For Judah prevailed above
his brethren, and of him came the
chief ruler (scepter promise); BUT
the birthright was Joseph’s’ (I
Chron. 5:2).

The birthright, which Esau sold
to Jacob—the promise of national
greatness and material wealth—
never was handed to the Jewish
people, who are of the tribe of
JUDAH. So naturally we should not
expect to find thispromisefulfilled
in the Jewish people today.

The birthright is Joseph’s

Andjust what isabirthright? It
is that which comes by right of
birth. Theterm “grace” meansun-
deserved, unmerited favor some-
thing that is NOT one’s right, NOT
inherited by birth, but bestowed as
afreegift. But a“birthright” isin-
herited, by birth, as one’s RIGHT.
Consequently, theterm“ birthright”
includes only the inheritance of
MATERIAL blessings, passed on
from father to son—those bless-
ings one cannot take with him,
when he dies.

Andwhat isa” scepter” ?1tisthe
badge of royal power, kingly office.
The scepter was God'’ s promise of
acontinuousdynasty of KINGS, cul-
minating in Jesus Christ who shall
be King of kings; and thereforethe
scepter included the promise of
eternal salvation THROUGH Christ.

So notice carefully, the scepter,
which is the spiritual promise of
GRACE, through which ALL nations
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may be blessed, went to JUDAH,
while the BIRTHRIGHT went to Jo-
SePH. And the birthright includes
possession of the land, Palestine,
possessing the material “gate” of
material enemies, inheriting their
land and ruling over them, spread-
ing and colonizing around the
world! The two phases of the prom-
ises to Abraham now are separated
into two different tribes of Isragl!

Theinteresting story of the pass-
ing on of this birthright from the
aged Isradl to the two sons of Jo-
sephisfound in the 48" chapter of
Genesis. You should read it there,
entirely.

Notice, Jacob adopted these two
lads, Ephraim and Manasseh, as
his own legal sons because they
had an Egyptian mother. Notice,
verse 16, he says, “let my name be
named on them.” Hence, THEY
were to be called, “the house of
Israel.” It is THEY who rightfully
own the name of ISRAEL, not
Judah! “...and let THEM grow into
a multitude in the midst of the
earth,” continues Jacob, adminis-
tering the blessing. Let wHO grow
into that promised multitude? No-
tice it—NOT Judah, not the Jewish
people—but the sons of Joseph,
Ephraim and Manasseh and THEIR
DESCENDANTS.

Together they wereto grow to a
multitude. But eventually, asindi-
cated by another prophecy, Isaiah
49:20, to be explained later, thede-
scendants of these two lads were
to separate, and Ephraim would
lose Manasseh, then to become a
separate nation. So, continuing,
speaking of Manasseh, Jacob said,
“he also shall become a people, and
he also shall be GREAT: but truly his
younger brother shall begreater than
he, and his seed shall becomea mul-
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titude (or a company or common-
wedlth) of nations” (v. 19).

And so EPHRAIM and MA-
NASSEH, the sons of Joseph became
the BIRTHRIGHT holders. Who, to-
day, are the descendants of
Ephraim, and of Manasseh? Some-
where, Ephraim must be a group,
or commonwealth of nations,
while Manasseh must bethe great-
est single nation on earth! Either it
isso, or the Bibleis not true!

David takes the throne

After the death of Jacob and his
twelve sonsin Egypt, their children
grew in about two and aquarter cen-
turies to a population probably be-
tween two and three million in that
land. But Israel’s children became
slaves (Exod. 1:6-14). Then God
raised up Moses and fitted himin a
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special way to lead these children
of Israel out of the bondage that had
come to them in Egypt.

When they reached Mt. Sinai, in
the peninsula wilderness, God
made a covenant with them estab-
lishing them as a NATION, His na
tion—among the kingdoms of the
world. Their government wastheo-
cratic, with thecivil, aswell asthe
gpiritual and religious laws, given
directly from God. God Himself
was their King and He ruled them
by asystem of judges.

But soon the Israglites became
dissatisfied with God astheir King
and demanded that a man should
be their king as in the Gentile na-
tions around them. And so God
gave them Saul as their first hu-
man king. Saul, however, was not
agood king, nor was hisheart right

with God. Herefused obedienceto
God and wasfinally rejected. Saul
was dethroned. His dynasty ended
with him.

Then God placed David, a man
after Hisown heart, of no relation-
ship to Saul, upon the throne of
Israel. David sat on the Eternal’s
throne. Because of his obedience
and sincerity and honesty of heart,
David, like Abraham, received a
most astonishing UNCONDITIONAL
promisefrom God, aslittle known
as the birthright promises to
Abraham.

The Davidic covenant

We have space to quote but
briefly from the scriptures setting
forth this amazing Davidic cov-
enant. Like the covenant with
Abraham, God made the Davidic
covenant unconditional and un-
breakable.

David wanted to build a great
temple as God's house in Jerusa-
lem. The Almighty replied, “And
when thy days be fulfilled, and
thou shall sleep with thy fathers, |
will set up thy seed after thee,
which shall proceed out of thy
bowels, and | will establish his
kingdom” (Il Sam. 7:12). This, of
course, was his son Solomon, who
succeeded David to the throne.

“He,” God continued, “shall
build a house for my name’—and
it was Solomon who did build the
temple—*and | will establish the
throne of hiskingdomFOREVER” (V.
13).

Noticeit! The throne of David,
occupied by Solomon, was to be
established FOREVER! If that throne
ever ceased to exist, then God's
promise has failed!

But some say that promise was
conditioned upon the obedience of



Solomon and the futureline of kings
or their people. Noticethe scriptura
answer to this: “I will be his father,
and he shall be my son. IF he com-
mitsiniquity, | will chasten himwith
the rod of men, and with the stripes
of the children of men: yes, notice
this BUT—"my mercy shall not de-
part away from him, As| took it from
Saul, whom | put away before thee”
(v. 14-15). Saul’s dynasty ceased.
God promises He will never take
away this throne from David’'s line
in this manner. David’s dynasty
SHALL NEVER CEASE! Continu-
ing, next verse, “And thine house
and thy kingdom shall be established
FOR EVER before thee: thy throne
shall be established FOR EVER.”

Through all generations

sit upon histhrone, and continue his
dynasty, from that day on?

Some say Christ took over the
throne. But He didn’t. Instead He
was crucified, resurrected, and as-
cended to heaven. He SHALL come,
and soon now, to sit upon that throne
as the King of kings and Lord of
lords. But How can Jesus Christ,
when Hereturns again to earth, take
over and sit upon athrone that long
ago ceased to exist?

No throne for Christ?

IF the throne of David ceased
with Zedekiah, then it does not
exist today. And if it does not ex-
ist, how shall Christ sit upon a
nonexistent throne? And, since it
was to continue through all gen-
erations, how about those many

fore them” (v. 24). But what does
GoD say?“ Thus saith the Lord; If
my covenant be not with day and
night, and if I have not appointed
the ordinances of heaven and earth;
THEN will | cast away the seed of
Jacob, and David my servant, so
that | will not take any of his seed
(dynasty) to berulersover the seed
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (vv.
25-26). Strong words, those! Un-
less you can stop this old earth
from turning on its axis—unless
you can remove the sun and moon
and stars from heaven, says the
Almighty God, you cannot prevent
Him from keeping His covenant to
maintain continuously, through all
generations, FOREVER, from the
time of David and Solomon, a de-
scendant of David in one continu-

Not only wasthat throne es-
tablished FOREVER, it was to
exist continuously forever—
through ALL GENERATIONS!

“lI have made a covenant
with my chosen, | have sworn
unto David my servant, Thy

If the throne of David

ceased with Zedekiah,
how will Christ sit on a

non-existent throne?

ous dynasty on that throne!
He would not necessarily
rule over ALL the house of Is-
ragl, or the Jewish people—but
at least some of them, and
enough to form a nation.
Remember again, the SCEP-

seed (hisdynasty) will | estab-
lish for ever, and build up thy
throneto al generations’ (Ps. 89:3-
4). Note it! That throne was to
stand forever “asthe moon, and as
afaithful witnessin heaven” (v. 28-
37).

“For thus saith the Lord; David
shall never want a man to sit upon
the throne of the house of Israel”
(Jer. 33:17). Sofar asishistorically
known, the last king of David's dy-
nasty to sit upon that throne was
King Zedekiah of Judah, who died
in 585 B.C. with the Jewish nation
a captive people, with al his sons,
and al the nobles of Judah killed.
There is no historic record of any
continuance of that throne from that
year. Did David want for a man to

generations between Zedekiah and
the birth of Jesus?

“Thus saith the Lord; If ye can
break my covenant of the day, and
my covenant of the night, and that
there should not be day and night
in their season; then may also my
covenant be broken with David my
servant, that he should not have a
son to reign upon histhrone” (Jer.
33:20-21). Day and night still con-
tinues. Does David's throne?

But what do the people say?
“Considerest thou not what this
people have spoken, saying, Thetwo
families which the Lord hath cho-
sen, he hath even cast them off? Thus
they have despised my people, that
they should be no more anation be-

TER promise, which includes
thisline of kingsuntil it culminates
in CHRIST at His second coming:
“The scepter shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver (margin,
ruler’sstaff) from between hisfeet,
UNTIL SHILOH (Christ) comME; and
unto Him shall the gathering of the
people be” (Gen. 49:10).

The test of Bible truth

Has the scepter departed from
Judah? Has the throne ceased? Or
doesit, as God so bindingly prom-
ised, exist today so that Christ can
take over and sit upon a function-
ing, continuous throne when He
comes? The infallibility of the
Bibleisat stake! God’'SWORD isat
stake. 0O
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Easter...
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